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for more practice between
two magazine Issues.

Now on the Appstore, the collection of
“In English, please” articles from June 2007 to July 2015,
with audio recordings when available.

This month « In English, please » borrows from Flyer, “the brightest general aviation title in the UK”, an article written by
lan Seager who evaluates Garmin’s latest aviation-specific portable GPS, the Aera 660, and compares its features with those

offered by a combination tablet+app.

ot that long ago, the portable
N GPS market was where much

of GA’s innovation took place.
In a few short years we went from bulky,
bricklike boxes that had the capacity
to track half a satellite for a minute or
so every hour, to touchscreen colour
units that never lost the signal and that
brought a host of new features.
Then along came the iPad. It seemed
the era of the bespoke portable GPS was
coming to an end, the existing population of
portable GPSs made extinct by the meteoric
arrival of the iPad from Cupertino and the
various apps it spawned all over the world.
As the focus turned away from hardware
and towards software, a collection of apps
making planning, flying, administering and
logging flights evolved. And then Garmin
announced the area 660.
There’s not much that takes us by surprise,
but this did. Could a relatively small,
bespoke aviation GPS costing the best part
of £800 really compete with the best that
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the iPad and Android tablets could offer?
The 660 arrived in the office just before a
couple oflong flights, so we took it along for
the best part of 12 hours’ flying to find out...
Within a couple of mm the aera 660 is
pretty much the same size as the 550 but
Garmin has managed to grow the screen
by about 30%. The screen is bright, sharp,
has good contrast and, in our experience at
least, is easily readable in bright sunshine.
Despitethat screen being power hungry,
the battery was good for nearly four hours
betweencharges. If you are familiar with
either the 550 series or 795 you'll be at
home with the 660menus and structures.
The base map out of the box is Garmin’s
vector charts with varying levels of detail
and airspace - personally, I prefer vector
maps as they’re well designed, they’re
better for scaling, changing orientation,
keeping uptodate and displaying relevant
features, but I know some still love

raster charts (digital representations

of the paper versions) and these are
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available to purchase and download from
flygarmincomt- rates vary, but as an
example, the NATS charts for the whole

of the UK sell for $79, France for $90 or
there’s a European bundle for $349. The 660
can be loaded with purchased, again from
flyGarmin™t‘flite charts’, effectively digitised
versions of national ATP plates, including
the instrument approach plates. It’s a useful
backup, but in my view the charts are too
small to rely on as your primary reference
during an instrument approach.

There are a couple of extra features worth
mentioning, The first is that if you have (or
buy for about £675) a Garmin GDL 39 3D
you will be able to pick up ADSB

traffic that can be displayed on the aera. The
3D version of the GDL 39 also has a builtin
AHRS that uses the 660s terrain database

to provide you with a miniature PFD giving
avirtual AT, groundspeed, GPSderived
altitude and heading. If you have a Garmin
VIRB action cam you can control that
remotely from your aera, useful if it happens
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